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Speaker Information – Brief        
 

Bio: Dr. Eric Thomas Weber is Professor and Director of Graduate Studies in 
Educational Policy Studies and Evaluation at the University of Kentucky and serves as 
Executive Director of the Society of Philosophers in America (SOPHIA). The College of 
Liberal Arts at the University of Mississippi selected Weber for the 2011 Cora Lee 
Graham Award for Outstanding Teaching and in 2012, the University of Mississippi 
selected him for the Thomas F. Frist Student Service Award. In 2015, he was selected for 
the Mississippi Humanities Council’s Public Humanities Scholar award and in 2024 the 
University of Kentucky Alumni Association selected him for one of their Great Teacher 
Awards. He is the author and editor of several books, including Uniting Mississippi: 
Democracy and Leadership in the South (University Press of Mississippi, 2015) and 
America’s Public Philosopher (Columbia University Press, 2021). His latest book, A 
Culture of Justice, will be released in paperback in July of 2026 with the State University of New York Press.  
 

New Book: In A Culture of Justice, Eric Thomas Weber shows how culture can 
enable or inhibit the pursuit of justice. Weber argues that there is a shared, public 
obligation to establish and maintain a culture of justice. Culture can be employed to 
threaten people's self-respect, to diminish their sense of positive power to pursue 
meaningful life plans. Weber also addresses problems of poverty and stigmatization as 
well as of racism and threats conveyed by means of public speech and the cultivation of 
hatred. Advancing John Dewey's idea that democracy is a way of life, not merely a set of 
political mechanisms, he draws implications for policies and practices related to 
poverty, education, free speech, and the inadequately named set of norms that we call 
"political correctness." Written in an accessible style, A Culture of Justice offers 
numerous everyday examples and conflicts for the reader to consider. 

 

JULY 2026, SUNY Press, 304 pages, $29.95, & 30% discount via SUNY Press: SNPF26. 
 

Argues that: there is a shared public obligation to establish and maintain a culture 
of justice, with implications for education, poverty, free speech, and "PC" culture. 
 

Why It Matters: In the midst of innumerable “culture wars,” the public must decide what kind of culture 
justice requires, as well as how we might achieve it.  
 

Presentation Topics:  A Culture of Justice  |  Justice as an Evolving Ideal  |  Poverty, Stigma, & Culture  | 
 

Race, Culture, and Justice  |  Free Speech & the Cultivation of Hatred  |  Correcting Political Correctness. 
 

Endorsements: “A pleasure to read, A Culture of Justice will appeal to a wide audience of social and political 
philosophers, scholars and practitioners of education, and people thinking about racial justice. Weber makes clear 
the relevance of the great American pragmatists to addressing current social and political problems such as 
poverty, hate speech, and racism." — Nicholas Tampio, Fordham University 
 

“I cannot thank you enough for that wonderful event on Thursday. My class was transfixed… you really had 
everyone's complete attention. I've received a number of comments about it, and I think a few people are going 
to do their final projects using your work.” — Dr. Katie Terezakis, Rochester Institute of Technology 
 

“This volume contains the blueprint to move us to the achievement of … worthy goals.”  
— The Honorable Governor William F. Winter of Mississippi, from the Foreword to Uniting Mississippi 
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New from SUNY Press

In A Culture of  Justice, Eric Thomas Weber shows how 
culture can enable or inhibit the pursuit of  justice.  
Weber argues that there is a shared, public obligation 

to establish and maintain a culture of  justice. Culture can be 
employed to threaten people’s self-respect, to diminish their 
sense of  positive power to pursue meaningful life plans.  
Weber also addresses problems of  poverty and stigmatization 
as well as of  racism and threats conveyed by means of  public 
speech and the cultivation of  hatred. Advancing John Dewey’s 
idea that democracy is a way of  life, not merely a set of  political 
mechanisms, he draws implications for policies and practices 
related to poverty, education, free speech, and the inadequately 
named set of  norms that we call “political correctness.”  
Written in an accessible style, A Culture of  Justice offers 
numerous everyday examples and conflicts for the reader  
to consider.

“A pleasure to read, A Culture of  Justice will appeal to a wide 
audience of  social and political philosophers, scholars and 
practitioners of  education, and people thinking about racial justice. 
Weber makes clear the relevance of  the great American pragmatists 
to addressing current social and political problems such as poverty, 
hate speech, and racism.” — Nicholas Tampio,  
Fordham University

Eric Thomas Weber is Professor and Director of  Graduate 
Studies in Educational Policy Studies and Evaluation at the 
University of  Kentucky and serves as Executive Director of  the 
Society of  Philosophers in America (SOPHIA). He is the author 
and editor of  several books, including Uniting Mississippi: Democracy 
and Leadership in the South.

314 pages  1 b/w photograph 
$130.00 hc  ISBN 979-8-8558-0529-1 
$29.95 pb  ISBN 979-8-8558-0530-7 

(Paperback available July 2026)
$91.00 hc or $20.97 pb  

with code SNPF26
v

A volume in the SUNY series  
in American Philosophy and 

Cultural Thought
Randall E. Auxier and John R. Shook, 
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